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HUNGARY
A Treasure in the Heart of Europe

THE COUNTRY, WHICH PRODUCES TOKAJI ASZÚ, THE FINEST SWEET WINE ON EARTH. A LAND, LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF EUROPE THAT HAS
MORE THERMAL WATER SPRINGS THAN ANY OTHER COUNTRY ON THE CONTINENT. A COUNTRY THAT’S LANDLOCKED, YET STILL DESERVES
THE NICKNAME “LAND OF WATERS” AND POSSESSES THE LARGEST BIOLOGICALLY ACTIVE THERMAL LAKE IN THE WORLD. A COUNTRY
WHERE TRADITION, HISTORY AND A MODERN, GLAMOROUS LIFESTYLE WALK HAND IN HAND. THIS COUNTRY IS HUNGARY. BE OUR GUEST
AND DISCOVER OUR TREASURES!
Hidden in the centre of Europe is a country where water roils under the earth and erupts to the
surface, hot and healing. A country, where you can refresh your body and mind by relaxing in
the hot water of genuine medieval Turkish baths, both in the summer and winter. Where you can
always find something historic or modern that touches your soul, and the atmosphere is vibrant
and relaxing at the same time. Where the ”aszú” grape berries are harvested during autumn,
from which beautifully balanced “gold wine” is produced. Where on hilltops, deep in the valleys
and on endless plains, you find the hustle of small, centuries-old villages, charming towns, luxurious castles and a lively metropolis. During our thousand-year history we have appealed to
many, often even to those arriving with unfriendly intentions. Tartars, Turks and Habsburgs have
left their footprints in the Carpathian Basin and millions of people have lived together, creating
the colourful culture that exists in Hungary today. However, Hungary offers more than just its
history. Discover the characteristics of thriving modernism, as well as 21st century culture.
Hungary is a country where the locals are rediscovering their surroundings, causing their cities,
and the country as a whole, to become both lively and welcoming to guests.

Hungarian is hard to understand and to speak.
If you know a few keywords, however, such as
WOW Hungary
– watch the video here

Köszönöm! (Thank you),
Jó napot! (Hello),
the locals will be grateful.
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BUDAPEST
THERE IS NO OTHER CAPITAL IN THE EU WHERE AUTHENTIC MEDIEVAL TURKISH BATHS ARE STILL IN OPERATION. FURTHERMORE, YOU CAN
HARDLY FIND A CITY WHERE YOU MAY ENCOUNTER A UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE ON ALMOST EVERY CORNER. THOUGH IT IS A CAPITAL
OF 1.7 MILLION INHABITANTS, BUDAPEST SOMEHOW MANAGES TO RETAIN A WEALTH OF HIDDEN TREASURES.
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Budapest, the Spice of Europe,
watch the video:

Treasures of Budapest

QUEEN OF DANUBE
Many call Budapest the Queen of the Danube, and they say it for a good reason; there is no other place where the river shows
its beauty to such effect. The city is defined by the river running through it, separating Buda from Pest and necessitating all
the famous iconic bridges. Actually, the banks of the Danube are part of the UNESCO World Heritage listing in which they are
described as “one of the world’s outstanding urban landscapes”. Looking down from the Gellért Hill, the highest point in the city,
or from the fabled towers of Fishermen’s Bastion, often take people’s breath away with the stunning view – gold and marble,

majolica glazed earthenware and stained glass: luxurious

medicinal hot springs supply dozens of baths within

buildings all over Budapest. Some of the best include the

Budapest, adding to the singularity of the city. You can

third largest Parliament building on Earth, grand palaces

also find treasures underground: quite close to the centre

by the Danube and the Matthias Church, listed as a World

of Budapest are unique caves, offering very unusual

Heritage Site. Visitors are amazed by the medley of Ancient

experiences. Szemlőhegyi Cave is famous for its crystal

Roman ruins, Gothic art, Eclecticism and Modernism in

formations, Pálvölgyi Cave for its beautiful stalactites,

Hungary’s capital. How about a bird’s eye view of the

and there is also an underground world beneath the

city? Enjoy it aboard Europe’s only operational Li-2

picturesque cobbled streets of Buda Castle; here lies the

plane. After a long day of sightseeing, chill out in one

largest interconnected cellar system in Hungary, covering

of Budapest’s baths or day spas. More than a hundred

some ten kilometres (six miles).
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WATERS
“PRAY FOR A SOUND MIND AND A SOUND BODY,” THE ANCIENT ROMAN POET JUVENAL SUGGESTED. THE CURATIVE POWERS OF THESE
WATERS WERE WELL KNOWN IN ROMAN TIMES. NOWADAYS, HUNGARY IS A CENTRE FOR HEALTH, MEDICAL AND WELLNESS TOURISM! THE
COUNTRY IS EXTREMELY RICH IN THERMAL WATERS: IT HAS NEARLY 1500 HOT SPRINGS AND OVER 270 DIFFERENT TYPES OF MINERAL AND
MEDICINAL WATERS, 80% OF ITS TERRITORY HAS SOME KIND OF THERMAL WATER UNDERGROUND.
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Dive into Budapest’s hidden
underwater world,
watch the video:

Liquid Treasures: Waters

THE LAND OF THERMAL WATERS
If you visit Hungary, experiencing at least one of Budapest’s historic spas
is definitely something you shouldn’t miss. Not only do they offer a place for
recreation, relaxation and regaining your health, but most of them are located in
magnificent buildings that are more than a hundred years old. The imposing Art
Nouveau property housing the Gellért Thermal Bath provides the unforgettable
experience of soaking in hot water under gorgeous ceilings decorated with colourful
mosaics. Another popular place to enjoy a refreshing bath is Széchenyi Thermal
Bath, where you can submerge in the spectacular outdoor pool, even in the winter,
thanks to its steady 38°C/101°F thermal water. Another of the capital city’s Turkish
baths is Rudas Thermal Bath where you can also bathe at night on Fridays and
Saturdays. Located in a 450-year-old building, this spa also has a unique rooftop
pool that offers a stunning panoramic view of the Danube. Király Thermal Bath
and the Veli Bej Spa were originally built by the Ottomans in the 16th century, the
latter being the city’s biggest Turkish Bath.
The largest biologically active natural thermal lake in the world is also located
in Hungary. The water of Lake Hévíz helps the treatment of rheumatic diseases
and locomotor disorders and, thanks to its warm temperature, visitors can also
bathe in it during winter. If you undergo a programme of treatment at any of
Hungary’s leading spa resorts, you will see why it is internationally recognised as
a top destination for medical and health tourism. It has been scientifically proven
that a great many of disorders can be efficiently treated by the certified medicinal
waters of Hungary.
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CULINARY
HUNGARIAN CUISINE IS NOT ONLY ABOUT GOULASH AND PAPRIKA! BE OUR GUEST AND EXPERIENCE THE EXQUISITE GASTRONOMY
OF OUR COUNTRY! HUNGARY IS PROUD OF ITS CUISINE AND THE COUNTRY OFFERS A WIDE SELECTION OF VENUES TO DINE AT, FROM
CHARMING RESTAURANTS, WINE BARS, UNIQUE BISTROS, CREATIVE COOKING COURSES TO CULINARY FESTIVALS.
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Culinary Treasures

COUNTRY OF THE FINEST FOOD AND WINES
Hungary is a land of creative recipes, quality ingredients, and friendly service, providing a vivid fusion of authentic and modern
meals. A gastronomic revolution has taken place here in the past few years. New restaurants, bistros and street food places have
opened on every corner of the capital city. Fine dining enthusiasts can find six Michelin star restaurants in Budapest that offer
outstanding food presented in an artistic and spectacular way, with excellent service. The Hungarian capital also offers exciting
tours, workshops, cooking classes and a wide range of opportunities for its visitors to discover how various Hungarian dishes
and drinks are made. Viticulture and winemaking have a two-thousand-year history in this land. Wines range from spectacularly

New York Café:
Grand coffee house
with over a hundred
years of history.
Hungary has also
put its name on
the global map
of gastronomy by
winning the right to
host the European
finals of Bocuse d’Or
in 2016 and by
organising the
Michelin Guide
Main Cities event in
Budapest in 2018.

mineral whites and spicy reds to the worlds most flavourful sweet wine, called Tokaji Aszú. No
visit to Budapest is complete without tasting the cakes. Have you ever heard of Zserbó, Dobos or
Szatmári plum cakes? Get to know the colourful selection of Hungarian cakes in one of Budapest’s
historical cafés. Peaceful digestion is assisted by a glass of fine Hungarian pálinka, a true delicacy
made of pure fruit. Budapest is also home to historical coffeehouses that used to
serve as meeting places for the greatest minds of the 19th century. Artists of the
era gathered here to discuss
literature and politics at
the tables of these now
hundred-year-old establishments. The tradition

of cafés is as

buoyant today as it
used to be, make sure to
discover some of them!
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OVERNIGHTS
HUNGARY OFFERS A WIDE SELECTION OF HOTELS, FROM WORLD-RENOWNED
INTERNATIONAL BRANDS TO SMALL BOUTIQUE HOTELS. WHETHER YOU’RE
STAYING IN THE COUNTRYSIDE OR IN BUDAPEST, HUNGARY WILL EXCEED ALL
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!
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The country’s exquisite hotels are frequently
visited by celebrities to this day. It’s not unusual
to see Hollywood actors such as Ryan Gosling on
the terraces of some of these establishments.

Architectural Treasures: Top Rated Hotels in Grandiose Historical Buildings

LUXURIOUS OVERNIGHTS
If you are visiting Budapest, you will have the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to stay at
hotels housed in imposing buildings that boast at least a hundred years of history.
Located on the scenic banks of the Danube in a majestic Art Nouveau property,
the Four Seasons Hotel Gresham Palace is one of the finest examples:
the luxurious establishment was rated No.1 on Travel + Leasure’s “Top 15
City Hotels in Europe” list. The criteria measured were facilities, location,
service, food and overall value. Ranking 6th on the same
list was the Aria Hotel Budapest – another exquisite hotel
to stay at.
However, the Hungarian capital is full of beautiful historical
properties that have provided accommodation to iconic
artists and famous politicians throughout the years. Lavish
hotels can be found in the Hungarian countryside
as well; in several towns you can even sleep in
the luxurious rooms of castles and palaces.
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TOKAJI ASZÚ
“And let nectar’s silver rain ripen grapes of Tokay soon” *
- PLEADS OUR ANTHEM. NO WONDER THE HUNGARIAN NATIONAL ANTHEM MENTIONS THIS, AS TOKAJI ASZÚ IS THE WORLD’S MOST HIGHLY
PRAISED SWEET WINE. COME AND VISIT US, WE WILL SHARE OUR SECRET WITH YOU!

* Quotation: Hungarian National Anthem, translation by William N. Loew, 1881
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Watch this video
and you’ll understand why our
wine is so special:

Liquid Treasures: Tokaji Aszú

TO YOU EXCLUSIVELY FROM US
Tokaji Aszú is one of the most unique wines in the world and could even be called a miracle
of nature. Tokaj town, from which the surrounding wine region takes its name, lies about 230
km (about 145 miles) east of Budapest. The soil here is composed of a mixture of volcanic
powder and rocks. Autumn is longer and drier in the region, the surrounding rivers and forests
result deep haze every morning; that’s what makes the aszú (Hungarian word for botrytized
– attacked by noble rot – grape berries) so special. The noble berries are individually picked,
macerated in the fermenting juice of Furmint, Hárslevelű and Sárgamuskotály grapes in order
to gain an extremely rich content. The so elaborated wine ferments and ages in Hungarian

Tokaji Aszú comes
from the Tokaj
wine region in the
Northern area of
Hungary. It is a
botrytized sweet
wine, which due
to its very complex
flavour and beautiful
balance is served
in the world’s
most prestigious
restaurants.

oak barrels for several years. The result is a fully complex sweet wine with unbeatable taste,
called Tokaji Aszú.
The Tokaj wine region consists of 27 named villages and around
6000 hectares of vineyards. It was the worlds first delimited
wine region by a decree in 1737. Tokaj was declared a
World Heritage Site in 2002 under the name “Tokaj
Wine Region Historic Cultural Landscape.”
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CREATIVITY
HUNGARY AND ITS CAPITAL CITY ARE HOME TO INTERNATIONALLY RENOWNED FASHION DESIGNERS, AWARDWINNING COLLECTIONS AND WORLD-FAMOUS SUPERMODELS. TAKE A STROLL ALONG BUDAPEST’S ANDRÁSSY
AVENUE, A WORLD HERITAGE SITE WITH LUXURY STORES, TO DISCOVER THIS GLAMOROUS WORLD.
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Treasures of Fashion, Design and Creativity

GLOBAL BRANDS, LOCAL DESIGNERS
The country obtains numerous fashion designers whose
collections have been featured on the pages of world-renowned
magazines and are worn by celebrities such as Taylor Swift,
Gigi Hadid or Gwen Stefani. Hungary is also known for having
beautiful women, such as the famous and internationally
known models: Barbara Palvin, Enikő Mihalik and Vanessa
Axente! Also, did you know that the illustrious French fashion
school, Mod’Art International, has an institution in Hungary?
No wonder the Hungarian capital city is a frontrunner for
the title of Fashion Capital of Central Europe. It is home
to prestigious fashion shows, exciting showrooms and an
internationally successful design fair. Shops of international
brands can be found along the Fashion Street, while Andrássy
Avenue offers numerous stores of world-famous Hungarian
brands like Nanushka, Áeron, Katti Zoób or Abodi. The city
centre also offers numerous galleries, antique and vintage
shops where you can find rare treasures.

There are several hidden gems throughout Budapest
for fashion fans - they can explore the unique
showrooms of young upcoming designers all around
the city centre. These workshops are located in the
apartments of the artists themselves, where they are
happy to show visitors around and offer a sneak
peek into their creative process.
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CULTURE
“Art is heaven on earth to which we never recourse
in vain during our worldly miseries”
- SAID ONE OF HUNGARY’S MOST WELL-KNOWN COMPOSERS, FERENC LISZT. WHICH GREAT HUNGARIANS HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO
THE COUNTRY’S CULTURE? EVERYONE FROM LISZT TO YONDERBOI, BUT THERE ARE TOO MANY TO NAME. COME AND FIND OUT FOR
YOURSELF!
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* Quotation: Alan Walker - Liszt Ferenc II. - A weimari évek 1848-1861, EDITIO MUSICA BP. ZENEMŰKIADÓ KFT. 1994.

Cultural Treasures

FROM THE LITTLE ANGELS OF THE
OPERA HOUSE TO FORMULA 1
According to legend, we owe the unusual acoustics of the Budapest Opera House to those little
angels, which adorn the auditorium. True or not, the Neorenaissance opera house really rings
during every performance. The Palace of Arts received the FIABCI Prix d’Excellence Awards
for the building’s design. As a cultural institution, it has seen many performances by artists
from around the globe. Liszt, Bartók and Kodály are our musical trinity, though it could
easily include contemporaries such as György Kurtág and Zoltán Kocsis. Their works, just
like those by many other great Hungarian and international composers, are performed in the
Music Academy where four generations of musicians have studied. Where else can you see the
second richest Spanish masters’ exhibition outside of Madrid? Budapest of course, where there
are also many works by Monet and Cézanne on display in our exhibitions. But what about
Hungarian painters and sculptors? You may find out more about them in Budapest’s wide
range of museums. As for the rest of your stay, we will surely keep you on your toes. One can

There are two
extraordinary palaces
dedicated to culture:
the Ferenc Liszt
Academy of Music and
the Palace of Arts.
The former reopened
recently after a
thorough renovation
and now enhances its
musical experience
with opulent interior
decor. The latter,
standing proudly
on the Danube
riverbank, is the very
image of modern
architecture and a true
contemporary hub
for the arts.

find an event in Budapest any day of the week; rain or shine!
For decades, the Hungaroring near Budapest has been the only Formula 1 circuit in CentralEastern Europe. Legend has it that its founder, Bernie Ecclestone, had said: “A place with such
beautiful girls must have a Formula 1 circuit!”
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NATURE
HUNGARY OFFERS EXCITING FOREST HIKING TRAILS, NARROW-GAUGE TRAIN RIDES, ADVENTURE PARKS, MAJESTIC LAKES TO EXPLORE, AND
THE LIST GOES ON. YOU CAN DISCOVER THE MANY NATURAL TREASURES OF THE COUNTRY WHILE HIKING OR CYCLING, ON HORSEBACK, OR
EVEN WHILE SITTING ON A BOAT ENJOYING AN EXQUISITE MEAL WITH A VIEW.
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Before cowboys roamed the American West,
there were Hungary’s Csikós.
Check out their amazing lifestyle by watching this video:

Natural Treasures

STRIKING LANDSCAPES AND UNFORGETTABLE ADVENTURES
Hungary possesses 10 national parks, hundreds of nature
trails and thousands of kilometres of hiking and biking
trails. It has the continent’s first ever long-distance hiking
trail, the largest freshwater lake in Central Europe and 9
UNESCO World Heritage Sites. Throughout the country
you will find narrow-gauge railways offering rides along
the most beautiful forest routes, and if you are looking for
something of a more extreme nature, you should experience
the country’s “via ferrata” trails. For the fans of water-related
activities, Lake Balaton offers attractions including boat trips,
sailing, fishing, water parks or ice skating in the winter.
Located in Eastern Hungary, the distinctive landscapes of
Hortobágy are definitely a must-see. Both a UNESCO World
Heritage Site and a national park, this famous region is home
to the “Puszta” (meaning “plains”), and is also the largest
continuous natural grassland in Central Europe. With its
unique and extremely diverse fauna, this huge alkaline
steppe offers many attractions to visitors, including horseriding shows that are inspired by the traditions of the locals.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Territory: 93,030 km2
Population: 9,804,000 (2016)
Capital: Budapest
Official Language: Hungarian
Time Zone: CET (GMT + 1 hour)
Currency: Forint (HUF)
International Airport: Budapest, Ferenc Liszt International Airport

General Visa Information
Hungary is a member state of the Schengen area, so if you have a valid Schengen visa, i.e. you have not
exceeded its validity dates, the number of days and the number of entries it allows, you can also use it to
travel to Hungary. You can apply for a visa at the Embassy of the Republic of Hungary. You can always find

FLIGHT

Form of Government: Unitary parliamentary republic

detailed information on sights and current programmes in Hungary on the website of the
Hungarian Tourism Agency at

www.spiceofeurope.com

Weather
Hungary has a temperate climate,
similar to the rest of the continental zone.
January is the coldest month

(-1°C average)
and August is the warmest

(21.3°C average).
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TIMES

www.wowhungary.com

10 h

New York
Toronto

5.5 h

Dubai
Doha

4h

3.5 h

Baku
Tel Aviv
Saint
Petersburg

3h

Madrid

2.5 h

Paris
London
Moscow

1.5 h

Berlin
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Discover the
wonders of Hungary
in
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degrees:

More about Budapest:
Budapest, Queen of the Danube
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wowhungary.com
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facebook.com/wellspringofwonders

instagram.com/wow_hungary

